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Thank you for seeking further information about the novels our students are offered as part of
their English classes during their freshmen and sophomore years at Maynard High School.
Below are the 49 Choice/Independent reading titles that students are offered by Maynard High
School during their freshman and sophomore years.  All of the titles listed have been read by the
English teachers who work with our freshmen and sophomores.
Each selection will be accompanied by a brief synopsis of the work and, in many case, selected
critical reviews and notes about the author.  This introductory information was taken from the
Amazon website. This information, along with further information contained on parental
permission slips, should give you a sense of what the novel is about and whether or not it is an
appropriate selection for the individual student reader.
Parents and guardians are urged to seek additional story descriptions and critical viewpoints on
any work listed.  That additional information may help inform decisions about whether or not to
grant permission to your student to read the book under consideration.
Please note, many of the books listed below have been made into films or videos.  Watching
movie versions of the works listed are no substitute for reading the books on which the films are
based.  There are frequently major revisions to the story line and nuance of the storyline, students
do not enhance their reading skills, students do not use their imaginations, and gratuitous
additions of sexual content or violence can be common.
Finally, should a student wish to read a title not on this list they may do so with the express, and
advance, permission of their English teacher.
***********************************************
13 Reasons Why
by Jay Asher

Please Note:  The information below pertains to the book as originally written and published.

